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                                         Now Open!! 

 Immerse yourself in Revolutionary War history at Heritage Hall! 
Now open daily 11:00 am- 4:00 pm until Thursday, September 17, 2026 

                                                          Don’t miss it!!
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DAR Revolutionary War Exhibit

Opening ceremonies were held at Heritage Hall for 
the DAR Revolutionary War exhibit on September 
3rd. The Ponaganset high school singers who sang 
the National Anthem were incredible and the 
speakers gave interesting information and 
perspectives! The audience mingled later while 
enjoying homemade time-period spiced cookies, ice 
tea and cucumber water. The exhibit will continue to 
be open daily 11-4 until Thursday, September 17th. 
This is the last site in RI where the exhibit will be 
displayed. Don’t miss it!
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Events & Activities

Heritage Book Discussion 

Join us for our first ever book discussion being held in conjunction with the  
North Smithfield Public Library!  

We will discuss the book, Chains by Laurie Halse Anderson. This book is about a young woman fighting for her own 
freedom amidst the American Revolution. 

The event  is open to all ages and will take place at Heritage Hall, 101 Green St, North Smithfield on Tuesday, 
September 15th. There will be two discussion times to choose from: 10:00 am and 6:00 pm, followed by a visit to the 
“American Revolution Experience” display at Heritage Hall. See page 2 for more information about the exhibit. 

Participants may register for the book discussion group by visiting: 

https://northsmithfield.librarycalendar.com/

https://northsmithfield.librarycalendar.com
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Events & Activities

Type to enter text

The NSHA will be well-represented at this year’s Great Pumpkin Festival! There will be four booths showcasing 
our organization. There will be an archive booth with a display of local artifacts, a research team booth with photos 
and information about local Indigenous stone features, a cemetery team booth with information about restoration 
efforts at local cemeteries and a booth of NSHA merchandise for sale. These items make great gifts for the history 
lovers in your life! Stop by and visit us!
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Events & Activities

Back by popular demand! Come and try some delicious homemade apple crisp while hunting through the many 
treasures at the yard sale! Please see the flyer below for donation guidelines.
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Heritage Hall Rentals

Heritage Hall is located at 101 Green Street.



© Copyright 2026 North Smithfield Heritage Assn 7

Thank You

The NSHA Archives are located at the Memorial Town Building, 1 Main Street, Slatersville.  

Open every Monday through Wednesday from 10 am until 12 pm.  

Please allow us to scan photos of family, friends and landmarks. It helps us to preserve our town’s history! 

Don’t lose your family history! Please write names on the back of your family photos.

We thank Marcel Labrecque(center) 
for a wooden 15 star United States 
flag that is representative of the one in 
effect when Slatersville was born. We 
also welcome Gary Narodowy (left) to 
the NSHA and thank him for hanging 
the flag! Also pictured is NSHA 
archivist, Al Menard.

We thank Priscilla MacPherson for 
donating this collection of  articles. 
They belonged to her cousin, 
Frances Pacheco, daughter of Frank 
and Germaine Pacheco.

We thank Ron and Rachel Milotte 
for donating two photo albums with 
images taken of the construction of 
the Branch River Wool Combing 
Company mill complex on Great 
Road in Branch Village in 1924. 

We thank Paul St. Pierre for 
donating a Mezza Luna menu and 
potholders. Left to right- Paul St. 
Pierre, Kim Walker, Janet 
Robidoux.

Did you know? 

The 15-star flag also sports 15 stripes because in the beginning 
the country was adding a stripe as well as a star for each new 
state added. 
 Slatersville was born in 1803.  In 1818, the US officially 
stopped adding stripes to the American Flag under the “Flag 
Act of 1818.”  The flag grew to 15 stars and 15 stripes when 
Vermont and Kentucky joined the union.
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Development

The North Smithfield Heritage Association Fund (Endowment)   

Estate planning? Need to make a Required Minimum Distribution (RMD) from your IRA?  

Make a tax-deductible legacy donation to the North Smithfield Heritage Fund to avoid paying higher taxes. The RI 
Foundation manages the endowment fund, helping it to grow every year.  

Click on the link for more information: 

https://rifoundation.org/giving/funds?q=north+smithfield+heritage+&s=3

2027 NSHA Calendar 

The 2027 NSHA Calendar is about to go to print! For $250, your name or company logo will appears in one month 
of the calendar, on a sponsor page of each monthly newsletter and on the NSHA website. Anyone who would like to 
sponsor a month should contact us at: nsha@nsheritageassn.com 

mailto:nsha@nsheritageassn.com
https://rifoundation.org/giving/funds?q=north+smithfield+heritage+&s=3
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From The Archives

Elder Walter Allen- Patriot, Master Builder, Church Elder 

by Al Menard 

Walter Allen can rightly be considered the chief architect of Union Village as we 
know it today. He built many of the fine colonial structures that still stand along 
the old Great Road. 

He was born in Sandwich, Massachusetts to Captain John Allen and Elizabeth 
(Spooner) on December 1, 1759. At the age of sixteen he enlisted as a Minuteman 
and participated in the Battle of Concord in 1775, which marked the beginning of 
the nation’s quest for independence. He was one of the 160 Minutemen defenders 
at Concord against some eight hundred British soldiers. This marked the first 
organized American victory of the war. By 1778, Allen was serving under Captain 
E. Lewis in Colonel Christopher’s Rhode Island 1st Battalion, a unit that  was 
recognized for its courage and resilience.  

While living in Massachusetts, Allen gained considerable skill as a house 
carpenter. After moving to Smithfield, he soon became known as a Master 
Builder. Often regarded as Union Village’s principal builder, his architectural style 
appears in details such as rusticated doorways, pedimented porches, and vaulted 
ceilings. 

Walter married Mehitable Keeley on the first day of 1784. They had a son, Seth 
and three daughters. Mehitable died in 1795. Five years later Walter married into 
the Buffum family, who were part of the Quaker migration from Salem 
Massachusetts in the early 1700s. Walter’s new wife, Lucy, was particularly 
remembered for the fact that she made her silk wedding dress completely by hand. 
That is, she tended the silkworms, reeled the silk from the cocoons, spun it,      	

	 	 	 	 	       colored it, wove it, and then made the dress!  

Walter established his residence at the intersection of Great Road and Pound Hill Road. The couple had a daughter, Lydia. 
Their home would one day be the site of the first Roman Catholic service in the area and was at one time a tavern. In 1804, 
Walter built a home for his son across the street 
form his own; it later became the Seth Allen 
Tavern, a family home today. His builder’s 
portfolio also includes other notable structures 
such as the George Aldrich Inn (1809), the Daniel 
Arnold House (1800), the Stephen Brownell 
House (1800),and the Joel Aldrich House (1808), 
all situated in Union Village. 

In addition to his talent in carpentry, Walter 
excelled in business and finance. He was the 
second President of the Smithfield Union Bank, 
serving in that capacity for nearly thirty years. In 
his later years he became an Elder in the Friends’ 
Meeting House on Great Road. Locally, he was 
remembered as a good friend and neighbor as well 
as a kind and dependable husband and parent. 

Walter died on the 23rd of June in 1845 at the age 
of eighty-five. He is buried in the Old Friends 
Cemetery near the Friends’ Meeting House on 
Great Road. 

A brilliant man and a gifted builder whose life 
carried him from the fervor of colonial 
patriotism to the quiet authority of a Quaker 
elder. 

It was related that Walter Allen attached his own two-and-a-half-story dwelling 
in 1802 to the small house built a century before by Hezediah Comstock. 
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Fifty Years Ago
This month’s Fifty Years Ago story is taken  from the June 1976 edition of the North Smithfield Heritage Association newsletter.  

History of North Smithfield is published. 

As almost everyone in town is aware, the eagerly awaited History of North Smithfield, by NSHA member Walter A. Nebiker, 
has been published and went on sale recently. This valuable work, excellently documented and well illustrated by photographs 
and maps, is sure to become a major resource for research on North Smithfield, from its prehistory to its present. In addition, it 
tells an absorbing story of the town and its people from earliest times and gives the reader new insight into places and things 
seen everyday. 

The author notes the collaboration of George A. Harvey as a principal editor and reader of the book, who “provided invaluable 
contributions and suggestions.” 

The Heritage Association purchased 50 copies of the volume before its publication and has them for sale.  

Still available in 2026!! 
The NSHA has a few copies of this wonderful resource available for sale. 
 If interested in obtaining a copy, please visit the Memorial Town Building during open hours or come visit 
our booth at the Great Pumpkin Festival!



© Copyright 2026 North Smithfield Heritage Assn 11

Historic Cemeteries

NS 61, The Hiram Mason Lot 
by Lynne Pelletier 

Hidden in the woods off of Rocky Hill Road, lies a  
small cemetery  rarely viewed by the public because it 
is located near the Woonsocket Reservoir on private 
property owned by the Woonsocket Water Department. 
The Hiram Mason Lot was originally thought to be 
located in Smithfield and was called SM 088 until GPS 
coordinates indicated that the lot was actually within the 
bounds of North Smithfield. 

The actual size of the cemetery is unknown because 
there are no boundary markers or an enclosure of any 
kind. The number of graves is also unknown because 
the majority of the graves are only marked by 
fieldstones. There is just one inscribed headstone and at 
least three, if not more, of unmarked fieldstones hidden 
among the leaves and brush that cover the wooded lot. 
The cemetery rests on the slope of a small hill. 

The cemetery was first transcribed by James N.Arnold 
who described it as “on a farm belonging to William A. 

Howard, adjoining the William Mowry farm in an open lot, unprotected.” James Newel Arnold was a collector of genealogical 
records and he transcribed many old gravestones throughout Rhode Island. His collected works were published as a multi-
volume set called  “The Vital Record of Rhode Island.” His work 
continues today to provide researchers with valuable information that 
would otherwise have been lost to time. 

The only inscribed headstone belongs to Amey Mowry Mason. 
Records do not indicate when Amey was born or who her parents 
were. A marriage record notes that her marriage to Hiram Mason took 
place on June 15, 1828 in Smithfield. The couple was married by 
Thomas Mann, Esq.. Amey and Hiram had one child, James H. 
Mason, who may have been born in about 1832. Amey died just 5 
years later on January, 11, 1837.  

While her gravestone clearly states she was in the “20th year of her 
age” it is puzzling because if that were truly the case, she would have 
been born in about 1817 which means she would have been only 
about 11 years old at the time of her marriage in 1828! Further 
research will be needed to unravel this mystery. 

Another curious fact, the cemetery is named the “Hiram Mason Lot” 
however, Hiram Mason is not buried here. Hiram remarried after 
Amey’s death and by 1850, he is living in Brooklyn, NY with his 
new wife, Martha Watson. The couple had four more children and 
eventually moved to Pennsylvania where Hiram died in 1865. He is 
buried in the Greenwood Cemetery in Warren Center, Pennsylvania. 
Who is the Hiram Mason that this lot is named for? 

In memory of Amey Mason, wife of Hiram Mason, who 
died Jan. 11, 1837 in the 20th year of her age.

NS 61, The Hiram Mason Lot
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Ghosts and Paranormal Activity

Kara Pessia, a local spiritual medium, continues to help with spiritual research. Have you heard about or 
seen paranormal activity in North Smithfield?  We would like to document it.  

Anyone  interested in joining the Paranormal Research Team please contact us at  	
nsha@nsheritageassn.com.

We are looking for people to help on the 
Arts and Culture Committee. Members 
will collect and exhibit examples of local 
art. They will also help develop a program 
that displays local cultures. Any help is 
welcome.  
Contact  nsha@nsheritageassn.com 

We are looking for people to help on 
the Conservation Committee.  
Members will work with NS DPW to 
clear and mark local hiking trails, 
plant native trees and plants, and 
preserve local natural resources. Can 
you help? Contact 
nsha@nsheritageassn.com

Conservation

Would you like help to conduct research on your 
family tree? Would you like to learn to use 
FamilySearch.org and Ancestry.com? 

 Lynne Pelletier has extensive experience and 
access to several databases.  Please contact 
nsha@nsheritageassn.com to coordinate an 
appointment.

Genealogy

NSHA Monthly Board Meeting 

The Board of Directors will meet at 6:30 
pm on Tuesday, October 13th at Heritage 
Hall, 101 Green Street. NSHA members 
are welcome to attend in person or via 
Zoom. See the agenda for instructions.

http://FamilySearch.org
mailto:nsha@nsheritageassn.com
mailto:nsha@nsheritageassn.com
mailto:nsha@nsheritageassn.com
mailto:nsha@nsheritageassn.com
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Veterans Memorial Program 

Nominate a deceased local veteran for honors at the Memorial 
Town Building. The VFW, local Boy Scouts and the NSHA will 
conduct a brief flag-raising ceremony in honor of the veteran as 
well as publish a brief biography of the honoree’s military 
service in the NSHA newsletter. Family or friends may contact 
the NSHA to nominate a veteran.  nsha@nsheritageassn.com

Veterans

mailto:nsha@nsheritageassn.com
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Research Team

The Research Team continues to locate and document local colonial, indigenous and other historical stone features. 

Ron Lapierre is the RI Coordinator for the New England Antiquities Research Assn. (NEARA) 

The Research Team generally meets at 6:30 pm at Heritage Hall on the second Friday of each month. 
Please contact NSHA  or just show up if you’d like to participate!

A stone bridge on the Augustus Field Pig Farm where the pigs would walk across to Field’s station.

In last month’s newsletter we brought you a short article about the Augustus Field Pig Farm. Here it is again in 
case you missed it. 

According to History of Providence County, Vol I & II, Ed. by Richard M. Bayles, "Augustus E. Field came to 
North Smithfield in 1879. Mr. Field, in company with his son, George A., is in the piggery business, runs a farm of 
300 acres, has 1,200 hogs, 10 horses, 5 yoke of oxen, 15 cows, 200 head of steers and 42 sheep."  

The Providence and Springfield Railroad ran its first passenger train, from Providence to Pascoag, in 1873. This 
route traversed the rural southwestern corner of town. The Primrose Station, built on Farnum Pike, gave its name 
to the neighborhood it served.  

Field’s Station, near present Lake Bel Air, was named for the railroad stop; here, garbage was brought from the 
city to a large pig farm. The Field Farm was one of the largest commercial piggeries in Southern New England. 

Today, only the stone foundation of the piggery remains on what is now the Gold Property on Mattity Road. 
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Union Village Documentary

LABOR DAY DEBUT FOR UNION VILLAGE DOCUMENTARY 
 
During the American Revolution, Rhode Island Quakers’ principle of non-violence was put to the test. The Religious Society of 
Friends was urged to take sides, but they mostly abstained from the war altogether. In 1777, a prominent Providence Quaker, 
Moses Brown, wrote to fellow Friends throughout RI about exemptions from service for pacifists. Brown believed that such an 
exemption came with a heightened sense of responsibility. 
 
In a quiet village of Woonsocket Crossroads, Friends of the Smithfield Monthly Meeting, who had gathered in prayer for over 70 
years, received this message and contemplated how to best navigate the war. Some adhered strictly to their pacifist belief, 
remaining neutral and never picking up weapons. Others, including some men buried in the local Friends Cemetery, signed on to 
fulfill their patriotic military duty. For RI 250, the time to tell 
their stories - and the history of the Union Village community 
- is now. Bringing this story to film ensures that the legacy of 
Union Village Quakers lives on, and that their experience of 
war touches new generations. 
 
Union Village was directed by filmmaker Christian de 
Rezendes and written by historian and National Park Ranger, 
Allison Horrocks, Christian de Rezendes and Richard Keene. 
This collaboration brings the Friends’ significant history to 
life and highlights the wartime experiences of an often under-
explored area of the state.  The RI 250Committee and Ocean 
State Media both provided grants to fund this project.  
 
 
Union Village debuted on Monday, September 7, 2026, 
(Labor Day) at the Museum of Work and Culture in 
Woonsocket. A panel discussion followed with the makers of 
the film. 

Union Village will have its PBS premiere on Ocean State 
Media on Thursday, October 22, 2026 at 8:00 pm. 

The premiere of the Union Village Documentary at The Museum Of 
Work and Culture.



© Copyright 2026 North Smithfield Heritage Assn 16

Events & Activities

Slatersville Cemetery Tour 

Join us on Saturday, September 12th at 10:00 am for a 
special tour of the Slatersville  Cemetery. This Ranger led 
tour will focus on the American Revolution. 

 Participants are invited to visit the DAR American 
Revolution Experience next door at Heritage Hall after 
the tour!
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Memorial Town Building, 1 Main Street.

Maintenance

Forestdale School, 190 School Street
Heritage Hall, 101 Green Street.

Help Wanted! 
Looking for volunteers to help with our maintenance team. The 
team makes minor repairs to the three historic buildings and 
grounds. Please contact us at nsha@nsheritageassn.com if you’d 
like to help out! 

 Jon Peirce repaired the picket fences at the Forestdale School and at Heritage Hall.  They need to be painted 
now.  September generally brings cooler weather.   Please contact us at nsha@nsheritageassn if you’d like to 
help.  Hours are flexible!

We regretfully report that a debilitating health issue has forced Charlie Dubois to resign as the Director of 
Maintenance. This is a serious setback to our operations.  For many years, he has been the driving force in 
our efforts to restore, renovate, and maintain the Heritage Hall, the Forestdale School, and the Memorial 
Town Building.  We sincerely thank Charlie for his selfless and dedicated service and wish him well in his 
efforts to regain his good health!

mailto:nsha@nsheritageassn.com
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The NSHA often receives photos without any type of identification which is why we post them here.  
Please help us to identify them for our archives!

August Mystery Photo

Thanks to Ellie Rousselle and Mark Brizard we’ve been able to identify a few of these young students. 

Ellie writes that her sister, Jackie Renaud is in the second row, fifth person and wearing a plaid dress. The girl in the 
pink dress before her is identified as Lisa Sadwin. 

Mark Brizard shared that “ Paula Branchaud and Mike Uralowich are in the top row middle and end respectively. 
Also, Chris Bukata and Miles Briggs are middle row 4th and 3rd from right respectively.” The students appear to be 
about 8-9 years old and it would have been approximately 1966-1967. 

Do those names ring any bells for anyone? If you can help identify more of these children, please let us know.
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September Mystery Photo

This month’s mystery photo is part of a collage that 
the North Smithfield Town Hall recently donated 
to NSHA. A photo of the entire collage is pictured 
below. Does anyone know why this collage was 
created? 

This month we are curious about the picture on the 
left. Why is this roped barrier significant enough to 
warrant a photo? Is it a barrier or the entrance to a 
walking trail maybe? 

Many of the collage photos contain unidentified 
people and may be used as future mystery photos. 
If you’d like to see the entire collage, please stop 
by the Memorial Town Building. You may be able 
to solve some mysteries for us! 
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NSHA Merchandise

You Can Help!! 

Join: Membership costs just $20 each year! No commitment required! 

Volunteer: Help with any of our ongoing activities and events.  No need to make a steady commitment.  We appreciate 
whatever time you can spend with us! 

Donate: Our Annual Appeal runs all year long. We accept local artifacts. We appreciate whatever you give! 

Share: Share this free newsletter with family and friends. Encourage them to subscribe. Only shared history can preserve our 
heritage!
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Instagram (nsha1970)  
Please follow us!

Visit our Facebook Page to learn about 
our events and activities. Get 
acquainted with some of our members 
and supporters. Like and share with 
friends andfamily! www.facebook.com/
northsmithfieldheritage

NSHA Payment Options

1. PayPal Giving Fund:  search for nsha@nsheritageassn.com, select “Donation” and type the purpose for the payment on the 
memo line.  

2. Venmo: Open the Venmo app and search for North Smithfield Heritage Assn@ NorthSmithfieldHeritageAssn.  Tap on Pay, 
enter the dollar amount to be paid, and fill in the field what’s it for (ie., dues, merchandise, donation etc).  Tap on Pay and 
select your payment method you have established in the Venmo app. 

3. Give cash or check.   Make checks payable to “NSHA”.  Note “Dues, Annual Appeal or Merchandise” on the 
memo line.  

4. Mail Checks to NS Heritage Assn, P.O. Box 413, Slatersville, RI 02876.   

    5.    We will also pick up payments and deliver purchases at your door if you live locally.  Contact    
	 	          	 nsha@nsheritageassn.com or call 401-376-2927.

https://www.instagram.com/nsha1970/ 

Followers: 2,017

We thank Julie Tilley for making posts to all of our social media platforms. We continue to see steady follower growth! 

Website: 400 site sessions in the last 30 days. 
NSHA Newsletter Subscribers: 1,735 
Visit our website!  Read past newsletters, learn about our organization as well as our many ongoing historic preservation activities.  
https://www.nsheritageassn.org/   

 To join our mailing list, simply contact us at  nsha@nsheritageassn.com or   401-376-2927

This newsletter is published by Lynne Pelletier. The editorial team includes: Beth Faricy, Linda Rawlings, Al Menard, Beth 
Newberry and Rich Keene. 

Please share this free newsletter with family and friends!!

Followers:376

We welcome new members Bob and Debra McManus, Patricia Fortier and Gary Naradowy! Our membership now stands at 220 
including 69 life members and 8 students. Some members live as far away as NH, CA, WA and AR.  

You can become a member by filling out the application found on our website: https://www.nsheritageassn.org/membership as well 
as paying $20 dues.

Dues 
$20 Annual Dues were due on January 1, 2026.  24 members' dues are in arrears. 

•  Seniors over 75 and students pay no dues. 
• Make a $100 or more donation and get a complimentary one-year membership. 
• Make a $500 or more donation and get a complimentary Lifetime membership. 
• Former members can renew their membership at any time.  We value your support!  Your dues help significantly to 

fund our local preservation activities.   
• Pay via PayPal, Venmo, or check.  Indicate 2026 Dues on the memo line.  

Please contact us asap if your status has changed (over 75) or if you are unsure of your status. 

Your dues are vital to our preservation efforts.  Please renew today. 

We thank our wonderful members for their vital support!  
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http://www.facebook.com/northsmithfieldheritage
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